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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


OUTSTANDING BILLS. 
William Kmerson, cash paid J. Smith for 


building bridge, ee 
S. H. Dunbar, damage, 150 
N. P. Greene, printing, 1870, 46 
Peterboro’ Co., use of derrick, 30 
T. & D. W. Russell, bridge plank, 83 
J. & J. H. Frye, labor on road, 300 
George W. Eaton, labor on bridge, 3 
S. Putnam, for Auditor, 3 
A. Peacock, labor on road, 18 
James Sheldon, labor on road, 120 
E. Putnam, ae ec 23 
Geo. O. Whiting, land damage, 75 
S. Hesselton, labor on road, 33 
A. A. Ramsey, land damage awarded by 

Court, 373 
J. Newell, rent of Hall, 60 
G. S. Fowler, labor on Bridge, ~ 
Levi Putnam, “ 27 
H. N. Gray, watering tub, 3 
Ezra Holt, gravel, 10 
C. A. Bales, iron work, 7 
J. Putnam, labor on road, 35 
P, Gage, “c re 8 ¢ 
C. H. Bellows, board of J. Symonds, 13 
J. Parker, for stone, 24 


H. A. Thrasher, labor on road, 9 


$1598 33 


4 


SCHOOL MONEY, 


65 29 
47 89 


37 24 


307 53 
30 05 
30 88 
29 38 


33 42 


72 28 
12 70 


WINTER 1870 & 1871. 


istrict No. 1, 
&\ “c fe 
Le : ce 3, 
se ce 4, 
oo “ 9, 
¢ « 6, 
‘ a 7, 
ac o8 8, 
«ec “c 9, 
‘ t¢ 10, 
}istrict No. I, 
+i “ 2. 
‘ «e 3 
as ifs 4, 
‘ «c 5: 
‘é ‘és 6, 
te «“c 45 
zh “ 8, 
: 6 | 9, 
“ «10 


~~ 


160 00 | 


129 00 
93 00 


834 00 


72 00 
72 00 
68 00 
78 00 
133 00 
28 00 


BREAKING ROADS. 


Jehn Lynch, 

James Burton, 

James Sheldon, 

(;. W. Bridges, 

1,, W. Perham, 

J. E. Wright, 

.N. Holt, 

1. & A. D. Abbott, 
. P. O. May, 
W. Stiles, © 


A. D. Abbott, 
J 


sovejyoy & Parkhurst, 


BR. F. Steele, 


1870—SUMMER. 


re a rs] ‘ Ar 


8666 66 


$1667 00 


~ 


) 


$979 15 


$251 24 


Mark Holt, 83 33 
Joseph Holt, 8.65 
J. F. Russell, —. 73 93 
P. Woodward, 56 40 
H. F. Frye, 55 54 
S. A. Preston, 3.10 
Marshall Davis, . 9 78 
C. F. Carlton, 36. 50 
Waldo Foster, 32 20 
I. W. Curtis, 6 60 . 
J. S. Harstshborn, 2 70 
Warren Holt, 6 40 
_ W. Abbott, 3 00 
Geo Hartshorn, 15 25 
G. L. Dascomb, 7 80 
J. K. Hall, 38. 00 
J. R. Dascomb, 4 00 
J. Rideout, 2 80 
J. Perham, 5 25 
H. L. King, 255 
Isaiah Mansur, 6 72 
REPAIR OF BRIDGES. | 
S. Putnam, bridge pins, 62 36 
C. A. Emerson & Co., labor, 455 55 
Henry Gray, Sat 109 27 
H. N. Gray, iron, ~ 73 30 
P. Ring, labor, 18 25 
C. B. Burtt, iron, 17 00 
York & Sumner, painting, 11 30 
Elijah Putnam, labor, 1059 37 
Jacob Putnam, s 218 61 
James Hutchinson, “ 123 00 
D. Whiting & Sons, lumber, 633 60 
D. Gregg & Co., nails, 21 14 
Hi. N. Gray, blacksmithing, 5 51 
G. Buss, labor and lumber, 42 95 
REPAIR OF HIGHWAYS. 
S. Blanchard, labor, | 700 


Simon Gero, labor, 

L. F. Hutchinson, labor, 
L. Duffy, 

D. Gregg, 

J. Weston, 

G. W. Bridges, for gravel, 
James Sheldon, labor, 

L. W. Perham, “ 

J. Smith, sé 

J. E. Wright, es 

C. H. Bellows, “ 

J. Lynch, te 

J. W. Stiles, ac 
Nancy Spalding, railing poles, 
Henry Gray, labor, 
Mark Holt, éc 


S. French, ss 
J. F. Russell, “ 
J. Lapell, ve 
P. Ring, . 
H. O. Draper, “ 
S. L. Kimball, « 
E. W..Major, -*s 
H. Fs Frye; s¢ 
I. W. Curtis, 


F. E. Thrasher, ‘“ 


C. Hesselton, labor and material, 


T. Laws, labor, 

D. T. Stiles, labor, 

Waldo Foster, “ 

Chas. Sawtell, “ 

William Burton, for railing, 


Sanford Avery, labor, 
Geo. Parkhurst, ‘6 
M. Foley, 4 
J. Brothers, As 
James Hutchinson, $6 
L. Moore, és 
S. A. Preston, q 


David: Cram, stone, 
D. Whiting, labor and stone, 
Geo. Putnain, labor, 


C. C. Spalding, labor, 15 85 
J. R. Hall, 24 57 
Wilton Mfg Co., derrick, 110 86 
J. Parker, labor, 44 19 50 
Geo. Barrett,  “ i8 57 
Lovejoy & Parkhurst, -labor, , 32 00 
Chas. Tarbell, 42 00 
Newell Co , dértick, 60 00 
D. W. Russell, labor, 5 25 
Levi Putnam, stone, 4 50 
T. Riney, labor, - 10 00 
Joshua Rideout, « | 101 71 
J. & J: H. Frye, labor, 1250 00 
Jacob Putnam, gravel, 15 00 
C. H. Lewis, labor, 225 69 
Cost of new road, 3800 00 
Cost of road near West Wilton, 1659 00 
Cost of road near Cragin’s, 982 00 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
S. N. Center’s list of poll taxes not ¢ol- 
- lectable,” 123 07 
James Groves, ‘overtax, 1-32 
W.J. Bradbury, “ 2 65 
Oliver Barrett, a“ 13 25 
D. T. Stiles, - : 13 25 
Asa Stiles, 3 97 
Wallace Smith, dog tax, i co 
Joel Gutterson, overtax, 14 00 
Mrs. E. Draper, 5 00 
Abiah Howard, *« | 13 25 
H. A. Hopkins, 9 00 
- Warner Clark, list of 1869, 23.00 
Abiel Frye, i2 93 
Hillsboro’ County, 228 89 
Austin George, Heirs, 5 30 
John Baldwin, 2 65 
Barrett & Burne, . 13 25 
Cong. Society, 797 
James McKabe, - B97 
Page Spalding, 1 59 


#11703 82 


H. L. King, dog tax, 1 00 
Joseph Perham, overtax, 1 37 
Taxes on money loaned town, 335 93 
Discount, : 687 19 | 
——— $1523 75 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
W. H. Baldwin, moderator, 3 00 
Warren Reed, water tub, 3 00 
S. Putnam, surveying, 15 00 
C. Winn, water tub, 3 00 
Asa Stiles, letting cemetery, | 13 10 
S. N. Center, damage by water, 35 00 
L. A. Tarbell, damage on road, 9 50 
D. Gregg & Co., rent of hall, 45 00 
Nancy Spalding, lot in cemetery, 10 00 
J. F. Goss, water tub, 3 00 
Henry Gray, “ = * 3 00 
H. N. Gray, «.¢ 3 00 
Warner Clark, interest, 6 Il 
J. Fleeman, return of births and deaths, 6 25 
J. Fleeman, getting bonds, 10 00 
Lovejoy & Parkhurst, sheep, 10 00 
Printing Bonds, 78 00 
$255 96 
. SUPPORT OF POOR, 
Mrs. A. Eaton, support of E. Eaton, 26 00 
D. Gregg, goods for Mrs, ink maa 28 00 
Dillon & Keyes, 66 42 00 
J. F. Goss, transient paupers, 12 60 
C. H. Bellows, J. Symonds, 43 75 
P. C. Donald, rent for Conner, 12 00 
City of Nashua, exp. S. Bradford, 17 75 
S. N. Center, goods for C. Shea, 10 00 
A. E, Jaques, goods for Tuttle, 2 00 
J. Fleeman, medical attendance, 6 5@ 
Hillsboro’ County, board, 203 72 
$404 32 


SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


C. H. Lewis, police, 20 00 
S. Blanchard, “ 25 00 


W. E. Rideout, police, 7 25 50 


G. W. Wallace,-treasurer, | » @k2T 90 
S. N: Center, collector, : 211 386 
Chas. Hesselton, selectman, 150 00 
J. Rideout, « 100 00 


D. Cragin, a t 100 00 


$760 26 


CHAS. HESSELTON, )Se as S 
JOSHUA RIDEOUT, 
DANIEL CRAGIN, 5 viele, 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
To Cash reported in Treasury, March 


1, 1870, 2633 65 
“ borrowed of E. G. Woodman, 500 00 . 
< « A. W. Bragg, 500 00 wl 


«< «Milford Savings Bank, 20,000 00 
os « Wilton Savings Bank, 42,300 00 
«rec'd of Wilton Savings Bank, 


interest, 3 50 

“e “ G. Hartshorn, on town note, 465 96. 
a « Henry Gray, for fragments 7 
of bridge, hi OF 

sé « Jacob Putnam, bridge stag- . an 
ing sold, 32 43 
Beat ow tor Savings Bank tax, 1236 70 
“« © Railroad ec 429 80 
acts * ce + Literary Fund, 111 36 
ee US. bounty, 64 00 
‘“ ‘* Bonds sold in 1870, 14,100.00 
«of collector for 1869, 35 96 
se ) 6 OR, Putnam, © . 114 75 
es «for furniture from Town Hall, 90 00 
« .. « from Charles Hesselton, © 399° 50 
“~~ collector for 1870, 18,963 80 

és ia Me interest, 45 26° 
4s “« interest on bonds, ] 37 83 


‘ reise OY. S14 Hs 0 0G) 48 
2 


10 


CR. 
By cash paid principal and interest, 76,297 22 
‘¢ on orders drawn by selectmen, 22,974 63 


$99,271 85 
Balance in treasury, 794 62. 
Due from collector for 1866, 560 13 - 
Notes due town, principal and interest, 539 90 
——— $1894 65 


DEMANDS AGAINST THE TOWN, MARCH 1, ’71. 
Notes, Pr meipal and Interest. 


M. M. Carlton, « 1047 50 
Francis Green; cc « 2071 83 
S. L. Kimball, re « 1030 00 
Ine] Hesselton, « $6 424 00 
Jason Russell. ac ‘6 357 33 
A. M. Holden, ‘6 6 520 17 
N. Holden, es “< 1633 07 
Pierce Gage, a s¢ 613 60 
S. Farnsworth, 6 « 3866 50 
S L Holden, , 6 es 209 00 
Everett Small, eit 4 sc 312 60 
Asa Stiles, “ és 1432 43 
A. N. Burton, es 6 1040 00 
Joseph Kendall, s ‘fF 473 17 
Charles Lovejoy, ee ie 474 90 
Levi Parker, 6 é 633 00 
Milford Savings Bank, “ «143853 12 
Wilton Savings Bank, “ « 29473 95 
Konds sold in 1870, “6 «“ 14458 50 

—_——— $74,424 67 

Deduct amount of available means, 1894 65 

Total indebtedness of town, $72,530 02 


G W. WALLACE, Treasurer. 


Reported last year due from Collector for 1869, $765 56, 
was an error, 

We hereby certify that we have examined the above report 
and find the accounts correctly cast, and vouchers have been 
presented for the amounts that have been paid. 


WM. EMERSON, 
HERMON ABBOTT, , Auditars. 


11 
SEXTON’S REPORT, 


Miss Clara F. Blanchard, died Feb. 6th, 

Mrs. Clarinda J. Foster, ‘“ “ 11th, in Milford, in- 
terred in Wilton, 

Infant child of William Omay, 

Mr. John Varley, died Feb, 24, in Wilton, interred in 
Hudson, 

Mrs. Delia F. Thrasher, died Feb. 28, interred in Nashua, 

Mrs. Hepsey Barnes, ‘© March 2d, 

Miss Mary E. P. Dascomb,“ “© 2d, in Milford, inter- 

_ red in Wilton, 

Mary Ellen McGuire, “ “ "10th, interred in Am- 
herst, 


Joseph M. Fessenden, “ «16th, “ Town- 
send, Mass., 

Louis Patnaude, died March 16th, interred in Hudson, 

Emily Barron, Bs os 22d, ¢ “© Amhersé, 

James E. Groves, “ “ 27th, infant child of James 
Groves, 

Miss Sarah L. Keyes“ * 237th, 

Timo. C. Hesselton, “ April 9th, 

Anna E. Ring, “14th, 

Mr. John Phelps, “ May 34d, 


Mrs. Caroline F’. Putnam, died May 26th, 

Capt. Levi Tyler, “ “ 26th, in Lyndeboro’, inter- 
red in Wilton, 

Henry Frye, “« June 2d, 

Mrs. Maria H. Whitcomb, died June 3d, in Temple, in- 
terred in Wilton, 

Mrs. Lucinda R. Hutchinson, died June 6th, 

Emogene VY. Russell, died June 13, interred in Lyndeboro,’ 

Miss Ellen Lovejoy, ‘“ “24th, 


Hon. David Stiles, “ “27th. 

Miss Georgiana M. Dolliver, July 6th, “ “ 
Florence Moore, died e94th: Pelham, 
Mary E. Winn, 4 Aug. Sth, 


Capt. Aaron Barnes, in Milford,‘ 12th, “ Wilton, 
Fred. M. Bailey, ged |. 17th, 

George Brothers, . “27th, 

Mr. Nahum Childs, “* “ 28th, 

Mr. Jonathan Jones, “ Sept. 5th, 

Miss Abby F. Dascomb* ‘i. w1Ath, | 
Mary A. Herlehy, : *. 14th... Amherst, 


. 


Mr. Sylvester Center, “ “¢ 16th, 

Mr. Asa Barnes, " “ 16th, 

Miss Lizzie C. Ayer, “ “ 30th, 

Abiel L. Emerson, af Oct. 1st, 

Jennie J. Price, ce ie) i\s CED FV) 1 
Mrs. Mary P. Shedd, “ “masth, % Milford, 
Mr. Samuel Clark, “ “ 20th, in Unity, interred 


in Wilton, 


AGE, 
Yrs. Mos, Dys. 


19 
35 
69 
39 
72 
36 


1 
3 
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on 


13 


18 


11 


12 


AGE. 
‘4 Yrs. Mos. Dys. 
Mr. Solomon Jones, died ‘Aug. 27th; 66 0 27 
Mr. Thos. B. Kidder, « Noy. 1st, 729 sa 22 
Miss Martha Fletcher, es “ 28th, 15) 9.9 
Mrs. Elizabeth Putnam“ Dee. 2d,“ Salem, Mass. 81 6 
Lizzie W. Russell, 1g “ 13th, 2 


of the forty-six persons named in the foregoing report, six died in wth 
er towns, but were interred in Wilton, and fourteen that died in Wilton, 
were interred in other towns. 

Aggregate-age,- 1634 years, 7 months, 28 days. 

Average age, 35 years, 6 months, 13 days. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WM. B. RIDEOUT, 
ISAAC BLANCHARD, 5 5°*t08S- 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


To the Selectmen of Wilton: 
GENTLEMEN.—Having attended to the duties to which I had 
the honor by you to be appointed, I submit the following §re- 


port of the condition of the schools of this town for the year 
ending March, 1871. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


‘Summer Terv.—Taught by Miss Olive Giles. 

This school was not a marked success. Sickness of the 
teacher causing quite a long vacation in a short term, greatly 
injured the school, and it was probably owing to this cause 
that so little enthusiasm was manifest during the term; many’ 
excellent traits, however, saved this from being wholly a failure. 

Wiyter Term.—Taught by Miss Abbie Lincoln.’ : 

An excellent school, not surpassed, if indeed equalled, by 
any in town, Miss Lincoln not only having enthusiasm and ex- 
perience, but also, having had opportunities of perfecting her- 
self in the art of foabhitnig: such as few, if any of our teachers, 
have had. It is hoped that her services will be retained as a 
great gain to our corps of efficient teachers. 

ap DISTRICT NO. 2. 

SumMMeER TerM.—Miss Sarah French, Teacher. 

Her success, as in the past, was of a high order. It was a 
source of great regret to all the friends of the school, that she 
was obliged, on account of ill-health, to give up teae hing at the 
end of the first term. | 

Fatt Term.—Miss Carrie H. Walton. 

-TIns was her first term. Miss Walton gives promise of 
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vreat usefulness, when her experience shall equal her zeal and 
originality: 

Winter T'erM.—Mr. Clarence Pierce, of Dartmouth College. 

This was, also, Mr. Pierce’s first term. He has the charac- 
teristics of a very superior teacher. The order in this school 
was excellent. His system of teaching is calculated to throw 
the scholar upon his own resources, making them help them- 
selves rather than depend upon the teacher. In some cases 
his discipline was thought to be too severe, causing some to 
leave the school—those remaining to the end were perfectly 
satisfied with their teacher, and the examination was most sat- 
isfactory in every respect. 


DISTRICT NO, 3. 


Summer TermM.—Miss Mary Taylor. 

A young teacher, but she succeeded remarkably well, the 
examination showing an excellent spirit, and considerable pro- 
ficiency. 

Winter Term.—Taught by Mr. Henry Newell. 

The first visit to this school gave great hope that the term 
might be successful. His style of teaching and deportment in 
the school-room seemed to be all we could wish, and the dis- 
cipline of the school excellent; only a few weeks passed, how- 
eyer, before he had trouble with some of the older boys. Mr. 
Newell become convinced that the parents, some of them, united 
with the pupils against the teacher, rendering the school un- 
profitable, and of his own accord he left the school. Mr. 
Newell was perhaps injudicious in his mode of punishment, 
but it appears to unprejudiced supervision that a little care on 
the part of parents would have rendered this a profitable 
school and saved the addition of another notch to the already 
bad reputation of this district. The term was finished by Mr. 
G. E. Conant, a young man who exerted himself to secure a 
successful school, gainmg the good will of pupils, the approba- 
.tion of parents, and the approval of the Supervisor. 


DISTRICT NO, 4, 


Tur Primary DEPARTMENT was taught by Miss Emma Put- 
nam, Summer and Autumn. A teacher of great energy but 
much better suited to a school of a higher grade than to this. 
Her school was as near a success as a school can be with a 
right teacher in a wrong place. 
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— Winter Term by Miss Olive Giles. 

An excellent teacher for this depar tment ; her perfect po- 
liteness, kind words and pleasant sinile making sunshine and 
music in the hearts of the little folk. This is the most impor- 
tant item for this department and it is with great pleasure that 
Miss Giles is recommended to the attention of those who have 
charge of this school the coming year. A change could not in 
any case greatly benefit, it might greatly injure. 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 


Miss Frances Hopkins taught this school the entire year.— 
Her works praise her. Her school is at all times as near a 
model school as possible without the laws and regulations of a 
High School District. Her pupils are always prompt, certain 
and progressive. Her success is due perhaps equally to the 
fact that she has so long been retained in the school and to 
her large experience and fitness for her work. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


SumMerR TeRM.—T'aught by Miss Annie Gregg. 

A teacher of some experience and apparently great excel- 
lence, but one school term was too brief a time to display great 
power or very marked proficiency. 

Fat. Term taught by Miss Marion Center. 

Few teachers excel Miss Center. In the school room she 
devotes her whole soul to her work, and labors with energy 
and devotion, deserving greater success than she attained here. 
The school was much larger thanin the preceding term, much 
more difficult to arrange in classes, and there was work enough 
for three teachers to do. No teacher under these circumstan- 
ces could haye succeeded perfectly; few could have done so 
well as Miss Center, and it was with surprise that we witness- 
ed at the close any progress as the result of this term. Miss 
Center was assisted a portion of the term by Miss Martha Put- 
nam, whose classes on examination evinced careful study and 
very thorough training. 

Winter Ter taught by Miss Emma Putnam. 

The school was divided at the commencement of this term, 
the more advanced classes, constituting the High School De- 
partment and the first class of the Intermediate, being pro- 
moted to make the number equal to the other Departments.— 
It is obvious to all that this Department includes the most 
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difficult year of the pupil’s life. It is the period when the sub- 
mission of the child passes into the self-assertion of the boy or 
girl, and before self-assertion is perfected by. self- “respect, 
henze it happened that the order of this school was very im- 
perfect. Pupils coming together for the first time in a new 
department and with a new teacher, rendered perfect discipline 
next. to impossible. The advancement of this school equalled 
that of any in the town, and, with a permanent teacher, it is 
hoped that the next year will be more successful than the past. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The increasing number of pupils in the distriet early con- 
vineed the Prudential and Supervising Committee that an- 
other school room would be demanded for the winter schools. 
It was at first proposed to divide the Primary and make two 
departments of this grade—but after mature thought, it was 
deemed more fitting to make a higher grade, both as meeting 
better the wants of the Grammar School and also giving to the 
pupils more incitement to study on account of the higher grades 
before them. 


A teacher was sought who could give instruction in He thiet 
er Mathematics, Natural Sciences and all departments of study 
that can be introduced into any grade of a common school and 
also private instruction to pupils desiring in Greek and Latin, 
out of school hours. Mr. Tebbetts was a peculiar specimen of 
teacher who could execute any thing suggested that did not re- 
quire labor and only original in making teaching easy for the 
teacher as well as the pupil. The great point first sought was 
to thoroughly organize this school, so as_ to reduce the classes 
and give time and system for all. In this Mr. Tebbetts sur- 
passed all expectation, reducing the classes so as to give time 
for all and a resting space between. This was good work well 
done and is worth all the money it cost. Another point sought 
was to break up the old, dead way of teaching, itroducing 
more of life, more of the or ral, more of the general. » In this we 
entirely failed... Mr. Tebbetts could be induced to do nothing 
of the kind, no urging in private, no suggestions in the school- 
room, no exposure before his pupils could spur him out of the 
old, beaten, sleepy track, and but for the good order maintained 
and the system perfected and the evil that always results to the 
school from dismissing a teacher—he would have been dismiss- 
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ed from his services several weeks before the close of the 
school. % 
These sttictures, which may seem severe though just, are 
made not to injure any, but to impress this; this school needs 


a wide awake, progressive teacher, and, with such an one, will 
be a first rate school. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Summer TermM.—Miss Maria M. Adams. A very good 
school. 

Winter TerM.—Miss Hattie A. Murphy—also a very profit- 
able term. No more need be said. Here we had the essential 
and certain elements of success. Teachers competent and de- 
voted to their work. Pupils bright, ambitious and well dis- 
posed. Parents interested and judiciously watching the inter- 
ests of the scholars and encouraging the teachers. A failure 
is almost impossible. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Miss Emily H. Abbott. | 

What is said of No. 5, is true also of this district, with very 
little modification. There is in this district a larger number 
of pupils and a wider range of studies and they are more di- | 
verse in characteristics, requiring more labor on the part of 
the teacher. During the year it has had this advantage of No. 
5,—having the same teacher both terms. In the usual class 
system Miss Abbott succeeds equally with the best, and in oral 
exercises surpasses any teacher of the Summer Term. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Summer TerM.—Miss 8. E. Heald. Winter Txr.—Miss 
Elmina Heald. 
_ Both terms were successful, and the school made rapid ad- 
vancement. ‘The school-room is very imperfect, and if the 
present number of pupils continue, a new school-house will be 
an imperative necessity. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


SumMMerR TerM.—Miss Dora Tarbell. Her first term, very 
successful. Government firm, but not severe. Method of in- 
struction excellent. Advancement of the school commendable. 
Miss Tarbell needs only experience and Normal instruction to 
become a first class teacher. 

qe 
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ae area Tare. —Miss Lizzie D. King. 

The order in this school was far below the healthful stand- 
ard, Miss King trying to rule by love alone without law. In 
any other District, probably, such a course would haye led to 
certain failure. T he scholars of this District, however, i 
some of them too much taking advantage of the teacher’s kin 


ness, yet so far respected her and themselves as to make very 
fair progress in study. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Summer TerRM.—Miss Abbie Hardy. 

This term was very much broken—obliged to wait for the 
completion of the bridge, the commencement of the school was 
delayed till the very warm weather. After five weeks there 
was a vacation of six weeks. Then a term of seven weeks’ 
sickness also lessened the number of pupils. Under other cir- 
cumstances Miss Hardy could not have failed of the greatest 
success, being a deveted, efficient teacher. 

Winter TerM.—Miss Dora Tarbell. 

This was without exception the best school of the year. Ad-— 
vanced scholars, pretty well classed, enthusiastic in study, swell 
disposed, with a very energetic teacher, won success of the 
highest order. The united efforts of parents here, with the 
excellent character of the pupils, with a few exceptions, is fast 
raising this school to the very highest rank. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


This little school in its two short terms was favored with 
the labors of Miss Mary Russell. The unbroken record of 
success and excellence which Miss Russell has made as a teach- 
er in town, was fully sustained here, and the examinations, 
which showed great thoroughness and rapidity of advancement 
in the studies, proved, though small, this is an excellent school. 


ADDITIONAL REMARKS. 


Thus have I endeavored to set before you, as well as may 
be, in a brief written report, the doings of the past school year ; 
but how little is seen of the trials of teacher, pupils, parents 
and committee! Parents have not seen all they wished. Pu- 
pils have not accomplished all they desired, and aboveall per- | 
haps the ambitious teachers have been disappointed i in fal 
far short of the high mark set before them. For myself, while 
deeply regretting that some schools have not shown all the im- 
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provement they ought, | must yet in justice say that in my 
judgment, the pupils of these schools, as a whole, are as fine a 
class of pupils as can be found in any village or town of New 
England; and the teachers as faithful, useful and as well in- 
formed as the majority of teachers in our New England com- 
mon schools; and the schools as a whole, successful and profit- 
able, as we have any right to expect with our present system. 
Imperfect they all are, and if we look for defects and lis- 
ten for evil reports and magnify the defects and circulate pub- 
licly and privately whatever of scandal some boy or girl has 
told us, we can very soon make for our schools and our town 
a very bad reputation; and more than this, we shall make them 
bad, for the very surest way to ruin a child, a family or a 
school, is for those, who should be interested in them, to talk 
and conduct as if they are already bad; on the other hand, 
look for the good, listen for the favorable, sift the bad, and 
there will be found, in nearly all cases, more gold than dross, 
and, even in “attempts to blow up our innocent children,” 
more smoke than powder. Then let us, with frequent visits of 
encouragement, words of kindness to teacher and pupils, make 
our schools what they should be, the idol and the pride of every 
citizen. 
TOWN ACTION. 


_ Let me commend to your favorable notice the law passed by 
the General Court authorizing the abolition of the present dis- 
trict system. The plan seems to be to give up into the hands 
of a Board of Education the hiring, examining and supervision 
of teachers. One who has not examined the subject may not see 
how very imperfect the present system is. Teachers rarely 
present themselves for examination till a few days before the 
term is to commence. A teacher is passable and only passa- 
ble—will meet the legal requirements and yet comes very far 
short of what a teacher should be. What shall be done ? 
Shall we say no—delay the school .and run the risk of offend- 
ing Prudential Committees and getting a worse teacher ?— 
With the arrangement proposed tea chers will be examined be- 
forehand, so that in case of deficie ney, in any respect, anoth- 
er can be obtained for the place. \'t will also vive opportuni- 
ty for scholars more advanced the n those in “the district to 
which they;belong to be assigned tc: other schools where they 
will have classmates and advantagi 2s, such as they are now 
fee to seek elsewhere and at gre at expense. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


If the town shall vote to continue the present district sys- 
tem, there can hardly be any good reason why East Wilton 
should not form itself into a High School District. 

It will be attended with no additional expense. There are 
rooms enough so that no new building will be required at pre- 
sent. The rooms of the Intermediate and High School de- 
partments are a reproach and disgrace to every citizen and 
must be thoroughly repaired to meet present wants, and it will 
cost very little if any more to fit them for a new system than 
for the old. On the other hand the advantages are too great 
and obvious to need repetition; only one will we call your at- 
tention to—viz: the permanency of the government. There 
will not be then as now a yearly change of Prudential and Su- 
pervising Committees—but apermanent board—so that the best 
teachers shall be retained and a system of accurate grading 
and thorough training perfected. Aliow me to suggest, too, 
that the other districts might greatly advance the interests of 
education by availing themselves of the provision of the law 
allowing two or more districts to unite for High School pur- 
poses, while still retaining in general the present system.— 
Dists. 1, 2, 7, 8, might unite for this purpose as well as Dists. 
3, 5, 6,9, and appropriate pro rata a sufficient part of their 
money to support one or two terms each year a High School, 
where Algebra, Philosophy, Geology, Geometry, Astronomy, 
the pests of a common school—advanced classes in Arithmetic 
and Grammar, &c., might be taught with greater success, than 
now at New Ipswich or Mont Vernon where our pupils are 
compelled to take whatever part they can get of an English 
course. This would greatly benefit our common schools by tak- 
ing out of them branches in which so few pupils consume so 
much time. : 


NORMAL SCHOOL, 


At length New Hampshire has a Normal School away up in 
Plymouth. A step has been taken in the right direction, but 
unfortunately not in the right place. It is greatly to be re- 
eretted that the school is located so far from the numerical 
centre of the State. Yet, if we can, for our Winter schools we 
should obtain teachers therefrom, but we should not content. 
ourselves to depend long on that school. We should go for 
one in our own county, or at least this section of the State — 
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One will never do the work of the State, but till we can have 
one in our own village or in connection with one or the other 
of our excellent Academies, let us get what we can from the 
one “ap North.” 


Let me, in conclusion, thank Prudential Committees for the 
pains they have shown to do well their part of the work, citi- 
zens for the interest manifested, and teachers and pupils for 
the respect and kindness shown me during my connection with 
the schools. 


STEPHEN C. FLETCHER, Supervisor. 


ROLL OF HONOR.* 


Table 1st, Names of scholars the whole year present. 


Ella J. Perham, 
Rosa A. Perham, 
J. Frank Perham, 
Lizzie Gage, 

Ada M. Keyes, 
Isabel M. Clark, 
Charlie E. Frye, 


Lois L. Frye, 
George E. Bales, 
Jennie M. Lewis, 
Freddie B. Cram, 
Flora A. Melendy, 
Ida S. Melendy, 
Freddie Melendy. 


Table 2d. Names of scholars neither absent or tardy two terms. 


Hattie Peabody, 
John A. Stiles, 
Frank A. Stiles, 
Annie L. Kimball, 
Mary E. Kimball, 
Mary Shaw, 

Elsie O. Daniels, 
Myrtie Dillon, 
Frank E. Tenney, 
Freddie Ware, 


Carrie L. Martin, 
Mary A. Shea, 
Willie E. Bales, 
Charlie E. Dillon, 
Mary Effie Herrick, 
George EK. Frye, 
Geo. Eddie Stanley, 
Frankie Rideout, 
Sammie Baldwin. 


Table 3d. Names of scholars neither absent or tardy one term. 


Linnie Emerson, 
Abbie Boynton, 
Emma White, 
Alice Gray, 
Francella Gray, 
Allan Gray, 

_ Willie H. Holmes, 
Eddie C. Holmes, 
Belle Putnam, 


James KE. Gray, 
Ella H. Gray, 

Cora Hutchinson, 
Frank Pierce, 
George W. Tarbell, 
Eva 8. Keyes, 
Emmie R. Holt, 
Myrtie C. Ring, 
Delora Tarbell, 


Laura Peabody, 
Maggie Carmichael, 
Abbie Holt, 

Ida M. Stiles, 
Frank R. McGregor, 
Willie Stiles, 

- Willie McCarty, 
Frank Kimball, 

~ Lewis Woodward, 
Abbie Kimball, 

La Casas Barnes, 
Henry Maguire, 
Patsy Qualters, 
Hattie Putnam, 
Mary A. Plant, 
Joie Wetherbee, 
Ernie L. Putnam, 
Kzra B. Sugden, 
Annie Dillon, 
Walter M. Bales, 
Johnnie Whiting, 
Willie Putnam, 
Frank Lynch, 

John C. Putnam, 
Charlie Kidder, 
Johnnie Mahony, 
Geo. M. Boutwell, 
Frank H. Powers, 
Freddie W. Perham, 
Fannie Perham, 
Mary Shea, 

John Shea, 

Emmie M. Fletcher, 
Amos W. Rideout, 
Willie H. Gray, 
Charles N. Gray, 
Elson D. Frye, 
Charles A. Whittier, 
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Ida S. Holt, 
George Whipple, 
Clarence Young, 
Charles Batchelder, 
Nellie Stiles, 

David Herlihy, 
Everett O. Barrett, 
Stephen Mullen, 
Augustus A. Melendy, 
Albert W. Steele, 
Emma C. Cram, 
Oldis A. Barrett, 
Ella C. Abbott, 
Ellen M. Goldsmith, 
Elsie C. Barrett, 
Ida M. Putnam, 
Ada Sugden, 

Clara H. Blood, 
Nellie Kennedy, 
Ada M. Clark, 
Ellen M. Kidder, 
Annie E. Herrick, 
Ellen M. Hartwell, 
Laura M. Putnam, 
Ida B. Langdell, 
Alice J. Fessenden, 
Minnie Ames, 
Marion J. Parker, 
George F. Blood, 
Daniel Lane, 
Jennie Duncklee, 
Frank G. Blood, 
Charlie Burt, 
Clarence Lynch, 
Frank H. Hartwell, 
Carrie E. Sheldon, 
Nettie Curtis, 

Effie Herrick. 


*This list is as nearly perfect as can be made from the teachers’ imper- 


fect lists. 
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